Haiti Update January 18, 2010 PM 

Infrastructure

Roads

Roads from Dominican Republic are passable all the way through to Port-au-Prince. It currently takes about 8 hours for an aid convoy to reach Port-au-Prince while traveling overland from Santo Domingo.

Roads north of Port-au-Prince are passable while roads to the south are still problematic.
Seaports

USCG reports that eight ports are fully operational (Labadie, Cape Haitien, Port de Paix, Gonaives, Saint-Marc, Miragoane, Les Cayes, and Jacel).  Two ports are partially operational (Aubry and Lafiteau). 
Port-au-Prince is not operational. The port is likely to remain inoperable for 60 to 90 days, DoD reported on January 16. Vessels cannot deliver fuel to the port’s tank farm due to damage to the fuel-delivery pier.
Airports

SOUTHCOM reports that the San Ysidro airbase, about 15 miles east of Santo Domingo, will open as a C-130 facility.  

Telecom

Cell phone companies are operating at 50% capability with 100% capability expected within 10 days.

WFP food delivery

On Sunday 1/17, distributions took place at three locations in and around Port-au-Prince; 30 metric tons (MT) to 67,000 beneficiaries. 

- On Monday 1/18, distributions due to take place at 8 locations with 200 MT of ready-to-eat food, with WFP aiming to reach as many as 95,000 beneficiaries. By the end of Monday, WFP will have distributed more than 200,000 food rations in and around Port-au-Prince. 

- To date, WFP has been handling distributions with the help of volunteers from the UN peacekeeping force (Minustah) and some UN military. On Monday, distributions will be handled by Brazilian, Sri Lankan and Jordanian battalions, in addition to 3 NGOs: Childhope, Kiskea and Adra. 

The U.N. World Food Program (WFP) is establishing four distribution hubs for over 100 points of food distribution. The distribution hubs are currently Petionville club, two soccer fields in Delmas, and Place Sessaline on Champ de Mars. The more than 100 food distribution points are in locations where concentrations of affected populations are present. 
Various other humanitarian actors are carrying out smaller distributions.

2100 metric tons of P.L. Title II emergency food assistance, provided by USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP), arrived in Port-au-Prince on January 17.  

Landslide damage minimal in PaP area

During a helicopter assessment of the north end of the destruction area, the U.S. Ambassador and DCM reported that mountain areas in the area showed minor destruction.  

Haitian Government actions 
Parliament to Meet
The Haitian Parliament was scheduled to meet January 18 at 1000 at the Haitian Police Academy to send a message of government presence.  The 82nd Airborne will secure the perimeter.  
Prime Minister requests temp housing for 3 million

The Haitian prime minister and the GoH focal point for shelter met on January 17 to request support from the international community for the establishment of temporary camps to house 3 million people.

Affected areas outside of Port-au-Prince

In the most-affected towns of Petit-Goaves and Des Nippes, west of Port-au-Prince, the earthquake resulted in nearly 1,000 confirmed deaths and more than 50,000 displaced individuals. In addition, the earthquake destroyed 50 to 60 percent of buildings in Jacmel, southern Haiti. (UN)

Leogane: UNDAC assessments indicate that Leogane, where between 80 and 90 percent of buildings were destroyed, is the most severely damaged area west of Port-au-Prince. Between 5,000 and 10,000 people are estimated dead, with the majority still inside buildings. The town currently lacks a hospital, health coverage, sanitation services, and power, and has limited potable water and phone coverage. Debris and rubble are blocking some roads. Médecins Sans Frontières recently began providing assistance in the town. The main needs include health care, corpse management, shelter, water, food, and coordination.

Carrefour: In Carrefour, the UNDAC team found that between 40 and 50 percent of buildings are destroyed. Populations have received limited relief aid, particularly medical assistance. The main needs include search and rescue operations, health care, and sanitation services.

Gressier: The earthquake destroyed between 40 and 50 percent of buildings in Gressier. UNDAC reports that the town currently has limited food availability, no power, no sanitation services, and sporadic phone coverage. The main needs in Gressier are sanitation, health care, shelter, water, and food.

Petit Goave: Based on UNDAC assessments, approximately 20 percent of buildings are destroyed in Petit Goave. Most of the dead have been recovered and buried. The town has limited health care coverage and lacks electricity. Local governmental authorities and NGOs are responding to the emergency. UNDAC reports that camps are available to provide people with shelter. The main needs are water, health care, shelter, and sanitation.
� This report is based on unclassified information as of 3PM.





